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2. Since a patent may only be granted on an invention (each in the singular per 35 
U.S.C. 101), restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 
121 (see37CFR 1.141): 

GROUP I: 

Claims 1-10, 15-24, and 2% drawn to: 

an information processing system comprising acquisition means for 
acquiring a first service object from a first service providing device and a second 
service object from a second service providing device via a network in a user 
device, setting means for setting user information in the second service object 
acquired by said acquisition means in the user device, and causing the second 
service object to hold the user information, transfer means for transferring the 
second service object which holds the user information to the first service 
providing device, and service use means for providing a service of the second 
service providing device to the first service providing device by causing the 
second service object transferred to the first service providing device to use the 
user information; OR, stated another way, an information processing apparatus 
comprising acquisition means for acquiring via a network a first service object 
from a first service providing device and a second service object from a second 
service providing device, setting means for setting and holding user information 
in the second service object acquired by said acquisition means, and transfer 
means for transferring the second service object which holds the user information 
to the first service providing device; OR, stated another way, a method of 
controlling an information processing system, comprising the acquisition step of 
acquiring a first service object from a first service providing device and a second 
service object from a second service providing device via a network in a user 
device, the setting step of setting user information in the second service object 
acquired in the acquisition step in the user device, and causing the second service 
object to hold the user information, the transfer step of transferring the second 
service object which holds the user information to the first service providing 
device, and the service use step of providing a service of the second service 
providing device to the first service providing device by causing the second 
service object transferred to the first service providing device to use the user 
information; OR, stated another way, an information processing method 
comprising the acquisition step of acquiring via a network a first service object 
from a first service providing device and a second service object from a second 
service providing device, the setting step of setting and holding user information 
in the second service object acquired in the acquisition step, and the transfer step 
of transferring the second service object which holds the user information to the 
first service providing device; OR, stated another way, a computer-readable 
memory which stores a control program executable by a computer, wherein the 
computer executes the control program to realize information processing 
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comprising the acquisition step of acquiring a first service object from a first 
service providing device and a second service object from a second service 
providing device via a network, the setting step of setting and holding user 
information in the second service object acquired in the acquisition step, and the 
transfer step of transferring the second service object which holds the user 
information to the first service providing device. 
Classified in Class 717, subclass 108. 

GROUP II: 

Claims 11, 12, 25, 26, and 30, drawn to: 

an information processing apparatus comprising service providing means 
for providing a predetermined service to a user device on a network via a service 
object, reception means for receiving a service object of another service providing 
device from the user device, the serving object of said another service providing 
device containing information about a user, and use means for using a service of 
said another service providing device by using the service object received by said 
reception means and the information about the user that is contained in the service 
object, OR, stated another way, an information processing method comprising the 
service providing step of providing a predetermined service to a user device on a 
network via a service object, the reception step of receiving a service object of 
another service providing device from the user device, the serving object of said 
another service providing device containing information about a user, and the use 
step of using a service of said another service providing device by using the 
service object received in the reception step and the information about the user 
that is contained in the service object; OR, stated another way, a computer- 
readable memory which stores a control program executable by a computer, 
wherein the computer executes the control program to realize information 
processing comprising the service providing step of providing a predetermined 
service to a user device on a network via a service object, the reception step of 
receiving a service object of another service providing device from the user 
device, the serving object of said another service providing device containing 
information about a user, and the use step of using a service of said another 
service providing device by using the service object received in the reception step 
and the information about the user that is contained in the service object. 

Classified in Class 719, subclass 315. 

GROUP III: 

Claims 13, 14, 27, and 28, drawn to: 

an information processing apparatus comprising reception means for 
receiving a service request, and transmission means for transmitting a proxy 
object for performing a service to a request source of the request in accordance 
with the service request received by said reception means, wherein the proxy 
object has holding means for holding set information; OR, stated another way, an 
information processing method comprising the reception step of receiving a 
service request, and the transmission step of transmitting a proxy object for 
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performing a service to a request source of the request in accordance with the 
service request received in the reception step, wherein the proxy object has the 
holding step of holding set information. 
Classified in Class 709, subclass 203. 

3. Distinction is shown in the following paragraphs in the generalized format of: 

Inventions X and Y are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they 
are shown to be separately useable. In this instant case, invention of Group X has 
separate utility such as in X not used in Y as claimed in Group Y (for each X:=l-3 
then Y:=l-3 skipping where Y = X). 

4. Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case, invention of Group I has separate utility 
such as in an information processing system comprising acquisition means for acquiring a 
first service object from a first service providing device and a second service object from 
a second service providing device via a network in a user device, setting means for 
setting user information in the second service object acquired by said acquisition means 
in the user device, and causing the second service object to hold the user information, 
transfer means for transferring the second service object which holds the user information 
to the first service providing device, and service use means for providing a service of the 
second service providing device to the first service providing device by causing the 
second service object transferred to the first service providing device to use the user 
information; OR, stated another way, an information processing apparatus comprising 
acquisition means for acquiring via a network a first service object from a first service 
providing device and a second service object from a second service providing device, 
setting means for setting and holding user information in the second service object 
acquired by said acquisition means, and transfer means for transferring the second service 
object which holds the user information to the first service providing device; OR, stated 
another way, a method of controlling an information processing system, comprising the 
acquisition step of acquiring a first service object from a first service providing device 
and a second service object from a second service providing device via a network in a 
user device, the setting step of setting user information in the second service object 
acquired in the acquisition step in the user device, and causing the second service object 
to hold the user information, the transfer step of transferring the second service object 
which holds the user information to the first service providing device, and the service use 
step of providing a service of the second service providing device to the first service 
providing device by causing the second service object transferred to the first service 
providing device to use the user information; OR, stated another way, an information 
processing method comprising the acquisition step of acquiring via a network a first 
service object from a first service providing device and a second service object from a 
second service providing device, the setting step of setting and holding user information 
in the second service object acquired in the acquisition step, and the transfer step of 
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transferring the second service object which holds the user information to the first service 
providing device; OR, stated another way, a computer-readable memory which stores a 
control program executable by a computer, wherein the computer executes the control 
program to realize information processing comprising the acquisition step of acquiring a 
first service object from a first service providing device and a second service object from 
a second service providing device via a network, the setting step of setting and holding 
user information in the second service object acquired in the acquisition step, and the 
transfer step of transferring the second service object which holds the user information to 
the first service providing device not used in an information processing apparatus 
comprising service providing means for providing a predetermined service to a user 
device on a network via a service object, reception means for receiving a service object of 
another service providing device from the user device, the serving object of said another 
service providing device containing information about a user, and use means for using a 
service of said another service providing device by using the service object received by 
said reception means and the information about the user that is contained in the service 
object, OR, stated another way, an information processing method comprising the service 
providing step of providing a predetermined service to a user device on a network via a 
service object, the reception step of receiving a service object of another service 
providing device from the user device, the serving object of said another service 
providing device containing information about a user, and the use step of using a service 
of said another service providing device by using the service object received in the 
reception step and the information about the user that is contained in the service object; 
OR, stated another way, a computer-readable memory which stores a control program 
executable by a computer, wherein the computer executes the control program to realize 
information processing comprising the service providing step of providing a 
predetermined service to a user device on a network via a service object, the reception 
step of receiving a service object of another service providing device from the user 
device, the serving object of said another service providing device containing information 
about a user, and the use step of using a service of said another service providing device 
by using the service object received in the reception step and the information about the 
user that is contained in the service object as claimed in Group II. 

5. Inventions I and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case, invention of Group I has separate utility 
such as in an information processing system comprising acquisition means for acquiring a 
first service object from a first service providing device and a second service object from 
a second service providing device via a network in a user device, setting means for 
setting user information in the second service object acquired by said acquisition means 
in the user device, and causing the second service object to hold the user information, 
transfer means for transferring the second service object which holds the user information 
to the first service providing device, and service use means for providing a service of the 
second service providing device to the first service providing device by causing the 
second service object transferred to the first service providing device to use the user 
information; OR, stated another way, an information processing apparatus comprising 
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acquisition means for acquiring via a network a first service object from a first service 
providing device and a second service object from a second service providing device, 
setting means for setting and holding user information in the second service object 
acquired by said acquisition means, and transfer means for transferring the second service 
object which holds the user information to the first service providing device; OR, stated 
another way, a method of controlling an information processing system, comprising the 
acquisition step of acquiring a first service object from a first service providing device 
and a second service object from a second service providing device via a network in a 
user device, the setting step of setting user information in the second service object 
acquired in the acquisition step in the user device, and causing the second service object 
to hold the user information, the transfer step of transferring the second service object 
which holds the user information to the first service providing device, and the service use 
step of providing a service of the second service providing device to the first service 
providing device by causing the second service object transferred to the first service 
providing device to use the user information; OR, stated another way, an information 
processing method comprising the acquisition step of acquiring via a network a first 
service object from a first service providing device and a second service object from a 
second service providing device, the setting step of setting and holding user information 
in the second> service object acquired in the acquisition step, and the transfer step of 
transferring the second service object which holds the user information to the first service 
providing device; OR, stated another way, a computer-readable memory which stores a 
control program executable by a computer, wherein the computer executes the control 
program to realize information processing comprising the acquisition step of acquiring a 
first service object from a first service providing device and a second service object from 
a second service providing device via a network, the setting step of setting and holding 
user information in the second service object acquired in the acquisition step, and the 
transfer step of transferring the second service object which holds the user information to 
the first service providing device not used in an information processing apparatus 
comprising reception means for receiving a service request, and transmission means for 
transmitting a proxy object for performing a service to a request source of the request in 
accordance with the service request received by said reception means, wherein the proxy 
object has holding means for holding set information; OR, stated another way, an 
information processing method comprising the reception step of receiving a service 
request, and the transmission step of transmitting a proxy object for performing a service 
to a request source of the request in accordance with the service request received in the 
reception step, wherein the proxy object has the holding step of holding set information 
as claimed in Group III. 

6. Inventions II and I are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case, invention of Group II has separate utility 
such as in an information processing apparatus comprising service providing means for 
providing a predetermined service to a user device on a network via a service object, 
reception means for receiving a service object of another service providing device from 
the user device, the serving object of said another service providing device containing 
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information about a user, and use means for using a service of said another service 
providing device by using the service object received by said reception means and the 
information about the user that is contained in the service object, OR, stated another way, 
an information processing method comprising the service providing step of providing a 
predetermined service to a user device on a network via a service object, the reception 
step of receiving a service object of another service providing device from the user 
device, the serving object of said another service providing device containing information 
about a user, and the use step of using a service of said another service providing device 
by using the service object received in the reception step and the information about the 
user that is contained in the service object; OR, stated another way, a computer-readable 
memory which stores a control program executable by a computer, wherein the computer 
executes the control program to realize information processing comprising the service 
providing step of providing a predetermined service to a user device on a network via a 
service object, the reception step of receiving a service object of another service 
providing device from the user device, the serving object of said another service 
providing device containing information about a user, and the use step of using a service 
of said another service providing device by using the service object received in the 
reception step and the information about the user that is contained in the service object 
not used in an information processing system comprising acquisition means for acquiring 
a first service object from a first service providing device and a second service object 
from a second service providing device via a network in a user device, setting means for 
setting user information in the second service object acquired by said acquisition means 
in the user device, and causing the second service object to hold the user information, 
transfer means for transferring the second service object which holds the user information 
to the first service providing device, and service use means for providing a service of the 
second service providing device to the first service providing device by causing the 
second service object transferred to the first service providing device to use the user 
information; OR, stated another way, an information processing apparatus comprising 
acquisition means for acquiring via a network a first service object from a first service 
providing device and a second service object from a second service providing device, 
setting means for setting and holding user information in the second service object 
acquired by said acquisition means, and transfer means for transferring the second service 
object which holds the user information to the first service providing device; OR, stated 
another way, a method of controlling an information processing system, comprising the 
acquisition step of acquiring a first service object from a first service providing device 
and a second service object from a second service providing device via a network in a 
user device, the setting step of setting user information in the second service object 
acquired in the acquisition step in the user device, and causing the second service object 
to hold the user information, the transfer step of transferring the second service object 
which holds the user information to the first service providing device, and the service use 
step of providing a service of the second service providing device to the first service 
providing device by causing the second service object transferred to the first service 
providing device to use the user information; OR, stated another way, an information 
processing method comprising the acquisition step of acquiring via a network a first 
service object from a first service providing device and a second service object from a 
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second service providing device, the setting step of setting and holding user information 
in the second service object acquired in the acquisition step, and the transfer step of 
transferring the second service object which holds the user information to the first service 
providing device; OR, stated another way, a computer-readable memory which stores a 
control program executable by a computer, wherein the computer executes the control 
program to realize information processing comprising the acquisition step of acquiring a 
first service object from a first service providing device and a second service object from 
a second service providing device via a network, the setting step of setting and holding 
user information in the second service object acquired in the acquisition step, and the 
transfer step of transferring the second service object which holds the user information to 
the first service providing device as claimed in Group L 

7. Inventions II and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case, invention of Group II has separate utility 
such as in an information processing apparatus comprising service providing means for 
providing a predetermined service to a user device on a network via a service object, 
reception means for receiving a service object of another service providing device from 
the user device, the serving object of said another service providing device containing 
information about a user, and use means for using a service of said another service 
providing device by using the service object received by said reception means and the 
information about the user that is contained in the service object, OR, stated another way, 
an information processing method comprising the service providing step of providing a 
predetermined service to a user device on a network via a service object, the reception 
step of receiving a service object of another service providing device from the user 
device, the serving object of said another service providing device containing information 
about a user, and the use step of using a service of said another service providing device 
by using the service object received in the reception step and the information about the 
user that is contained in the service object; OR, stated another way, a computer-readable 
memory which stores a control program executable by a computer, wherein the computer 
executes the control program to realize information processing comprising the service 
providing step of providing a predetermined service to a user device on a network via a 
service object, the reception step of receiving a service object of another service 
providing device from the user device, the serving object of said another service 
providing device containing information about a user, and the use step of using a service 
of said another service providing device by using the service object received in the 
reception step and the information about the user that is contained in the service object 
not used in an information processing apparatus comprising reception means for 
receiving a service request, and transmission means for transmitting a proxy object for 
performing a service to a request source of the request in accordance with the service 
request received by said reception means, wherein the proxy object has holding means for 
holding set information; OR, stated another way, an information processing method 
comprising the reception step of receiving a service request, and the transmission step of 
transmitting a proxy object for performing a service to a request source of the request in 
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accordance with the service request received in the reception step, wherein the proxy 
object has the holding step of holding set information as claimed in Group HL 

8. Inventions III and I are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case, invention of Group III has separate utility 
such as in an information processing apparatus comprising reception means for receiving 
a service request, and transmission means for transmitting a proxy object for performing 
a service to a request source of the request in accordance with the service request 
received by said reception means, wherein the proxy object has holding means for 
holding set information; OR, stated another way, an information processing method 
comprising the reception step of receiving a service request, and the transmission step of 
transmitting a proxy object for performing a service to a request source of the request in 
accordance with the service request received in the reception step, wherein the proxy 
object has the holding step of holding set information not used in an information 
processing system comprising acquisition means for acquiring a first service object from 
a first service providing device and a second service object from a second service 
providing device via a network in a user device, setting means for setting user 
information in the second service object acquired by said acquisition means in the user 
device, and causing the second service object to hold the user information, transfer means 
for transferring the second service object which holds the user information to the first 
service providing device, and service use means for providing a service of the second 
service providing device to the first service providing device by causing the second 
service object transferred to the first service providing device to use the user information; 
OR, stated another way, an information processing apparatus comprising acquisition 
means for acquiring via a network a first service object from a first service providing 
device and a second service object from a second service providing device, setting means 
for setting and holding user information in the second service object acquired by said 
acquisition means, and transfer means for transferring the second service object which 
holds the user information to the first service providing device; OR, stated another way, a 
method of controlling an information processing system, comprising the acquisition step 
of acquiring a first service object from a first service providing device and a second 
service object from a second service providing device via a network in a user device, the 
setting step of setting user information in the second service object acquired in the 
acquisition step in the user device, and causing the second service object to hold the user 
information, the transfer step of transferring the second service object which holds the 
user information to the first service providing device, and the service use step of 
providing a service of the second service providing device to the first service providing 
device by causing the second service object transferred to the first service providing 
device to use the user information; OR, stated another way, an information processing 
method comprising the acquisition step of acquiring via a network a first service object 
from a first service providing device and a second service object from a second service 
providing device, the setting step of setting and holding user information in the second 
service object acquired in the acquisition step, and the transfer step of transferring the 
second service object which holds the user information to the first service providing 
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device; OR, stated another way, a computer-readable memory which stores a control 
program executable by a computer, wherein the computer executes the control program 
to realize information processing comprising the acquisition step of acquiring a first 
service object from a first service providing device and a second service object from a 
second service providing device via a network, the setting step of setting and holding user 
information in the second service object acquired in the acquisition step, and the transfer 
step of transferring the second service object which holds the user information to the first 
service providing device as claimed in Group I. 

9. Inventions III and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case, invention of Group III has separate utility 
such as in an information processing apparatus comprising reception means for receiving 
a service request, and transmission means for transmitting a proxy object for performing 
a service to a request source of the request in accordance with the service request 
received by said reception means, wherein the proxy object has holding means for 
holding set information; OR, stated another way, an information processing method 
comprising the reception step of receiving a service request, and the transmission step of 
transmitting a proxy object for performing a service to a request source of the request in 
accordance with the service request received in the reception step, wherein the proxy 
object has the holding step of holding set information not used in an information 
processing apparatus comprising service providing means for providing a predetermined 
service to a user device on a network via a service object, reception means for receiving a 
service object of another service providing device from the user device, the serving object 
of said another service providing device containing information about a user, and use 
means for using a service of said another service providing device by using the service 
object received by said reception means and the information about the user that is 
contained in the service object, OR, stated another way, an information processing 
method comprising the service providing step of providing a predetermined service to a 
user device on a network via a service object, the reception step of receiving a service 
object of another service providing device from the user device, the serving object of said 
another service providing device containing information about a user, and the use step of 
using a service of said another service providing device by using the service object 
received in the reception step and the information about the user that is contained in the 
service object; OR, stated another way, a computer-readable memory which stores a 
control program executable by a computer, wherein the computer executes the control 
program to realize information processing comprising the service providing step of 
providing a predetermined service to a user device on a network via a service object, the 
reception step of receiving a service object of another service providing device from the 
user device, the serving object of said another service providing device containing 
information about a user, and the use step of using a service of said another service 
providing device by using the service object received in the reception step and the 
information about the user that is contained in the service object as claimed in Group II. 
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10. An undue burden would be placed upon examiner since the search each Group would 
be in classes and subclasses not required for the other Groups. 

11. Because these inventions are independently distinct from each other for the reasons 
given above and because they have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their 
different classification and their recognized divergent subject matter and the search for 
each Group is not required for the other Group, restriction for examination purposes as 
indicated is proper. 

12. Applicant is advised that the response to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed. 

13. The applicant is also advised that the response must be submitted to the Office 
within ONE [1] Month or 30 days, whichever is longest. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert B. Harrell whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
9692. The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and on weekends from 6:00 am to 12 noon Eastern Standard Time. 

15. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack B. Harvey, can be reached on (703) 308-9705. The fax phone number 
for all papers is (703) 872-9306. 

16. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
305-9600. 



ROBERT B. HARRELL 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
GROUP 2142 


